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Sherman, Texas 
March 22-23, 2025 
 
     This year, with the usual Spring winds, we had beauti-
ful sunny skies and warm temperatures.  It was a perfect 
weekend for taking in Highland games, pipe band and 
Highland dance competitions, cultural presentations, 
whiskey tasting, learning about the various Clans, and 
shopping with local crafts vendors. 
     The Clan Ramsay tent had a larger number of visitors 
this year, partially due to my incessant emails to local 
Ramsay/Ramsey family, but also due to our location next 
to the Clan Donald tent near the entrance to the Clan Vil-
lage.  First time visitors, the Bunker family, descendants 
of Reeves Ramsey, and Jessie Ramsey, descendant of 
Maudie Myrtle Ramsey all came and provided their ances-
tor names for further research.  Repeat visitors Paul Ram-
sey, wife Edna, and son Sammuel reported in. 
     My own distant cousin Keith Ramsey and his wife Kris-
anne, Lianne Ware, daughter of member Margaret Ware, 
my son Stephen and his wife Nikki, and many others came 
to visit and renew friendships.  Keith, Lianne, Stephen, 
Nikki, and my wife Sharon all marched proudly with the 
Clan Ramsay banner in the Clan parade. 
     Each year, the number of vendors and food trucks have 
grown to meet the expectations of the larger numbers of 
visitors and spectators, and we anticipate even larger 
numbers next year, as word of mouth spreads the fun 
available during the March weekend. 
     My hope is that with the growing numbers and experi-
ence gained by the promoters, that this festival will be 
considered as a future location for our Clan Ramsay Annu-
al Gathering. 
     If you are in the North Texas or South Oklahoma re-
gion, I hope you can join us next year in 
Sherman.        
https://www.shermancelticfest.com/ 
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Sherman Celtic Festival 

Submitted by 
Mike Ramsey 

Vice President  
Clan Ramsay, International 

Texas Commissioner 
Click to View Photos 
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https://www.facebook.com/shermancelticfest
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     A very special day occurred on October 12th, 
2024 at the historic Ramsey House located in 
Knoxville, Tennessee with the marriage of Kris-
ton Ramsey to Josh Mayor.  It happened on a 
beautiful fall day on the outdoor grounds of the 
historic house with approximately 120 friends, 
family, and guests to celebrate the union of these 
two people.  The bride chose this location to cele-
brate her historic roots in the foothills of the 
Great Smokey Mountain National Park and the 
historic Ramsey House. 

     Kriston is the daughter of Clan Ramsay mem-
bers, Chris and Penny Ramsey from Sevierville, 
Tennessee, and is a graduate of the University of 
Tennessee with a master’s degree from Lincoln 
Memorial University and is a school guidance 
counselor for Knox Couty Schools.  Her husband 
is Josh Mayor also a graduate of the University of 
Tennessee whose twin brother John as the 
groom’s best man.  The grooms’ parents, Johnny 
and Rosa Mayor, was in attendance to participate 
in a very special wedding ceremony to include 
some of their own family traditions. 

     The Ramsey family has deep roots in the 
Great Smokey Mountain National Park with a 
portion of it named after the family.  The Ramsey 
Cascades is a well visited section in the National 
Park in the Pittman Center area just outside of 
Gatlinburg.  The Ramsey family can trace their 
family back to the 1700’s with homestead ruins 
seen in several sections of the National Park.  A 
family cemetery still exists in this area with head-
stones dating back to the 1800’s to help trace the 
family heritage.   

     Kriston and Josh have made their home just 
outside of Knoxville, Tennessee so they can still 
be close to their work, family, and their beloved 
Smokey Mountains which they frequently visit to 
get away from the “city life” enjoying its hiking 
trails and streams.  
 

Submitted by 
Chris Ramsey 

Historic Ramsey House Wedding 

     Ramsey House was built in 
1797 by Knoxville’s first builder, 
Thomas Hope, for Francis Alex-
ander Ramsey.  The structure is 
significant for original interior 
and exterior architectural features 
and its period decorative art col-
lection.  

Click to Visit Site 

http://www.ramseyhouse.org/
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President’s Letter 
Greetings Members of Clan Ramsay  
International, 
 
     As the highland games season springs forward in this 
the year of the 50th anniversary of the Clan Ramsay As-
sociation, I want to share my gratitude for all the hard 
work and dedication shown by our officers and regional 
commissioners both past and present.  The time and en-
ergy that is spent setting up and representing our organi-
zation at highland games, sharing the stories of our fami-
lies and our passion for our heritage is greatly appreciat-
ed.   
     Sharing our 
family stories and 
engaging with oth-
ers brings a sense 
of belonging that 
many are looking 
for.  Those are 
some of the many 
reasons why 
someone is inter-
ested in joining 
our extended fami-
ly.  It is that fel-
lowship among 
those who share 
our heritage and 
interest in finding 
connections.  
Thank each of you 
for helping to pre-
serve our clan’s 
cultural heritage.  
     The St Louis 
Scottish Games 
and Cultural Festi-
val will be held at 
Schroeder Park in 
Manchester Mis-
souri on Saturday 
May 17, 2025.  I 
will be setting up a 
tent and representing Clan Ramsay at this event. If you 
have the chance to attend, I would love to see you there.  
     I wish you all the best and look forward to meeting and 
spending time with all of you. 
 
Ora et Labora  
Pam Ramsey McNeil, President  
Clan Ramsay International 

24 January, 2025 
Dallas, Texas  
 

     The Londoner in Dallas hosted their 3rd 
Burns Night Supper, and each year they 
have offered a better experience than the 
last.   
     With pipers and drummers opening the 
evening, as well as leading the parade of 
the haggis around the audience, the spirit 
of Robert Burns must have been pleased 
with our observance of his birthday. 
     The bawdy addresses to the Lassies 
and Laddies was exactly as Robbie would 
have written them, and the presentation of 
the haggis was entertaining.  Some Burns 
Suppers are more formal, and there is a 
place for them, but I think Robbie would 
have preferred our more casual style with 
the focus on his behavior, or more accu-
rately, misbehavior around the lassies. 
     Sharon and I look forward to attending 
their next Burns Night supper in 2026. 
     If you are in the Dallas area, we hope 
you will join us. 
 
Submitted by 
Mike Ramsey 
Vice President Clan Ramsay International 
Texas Commissioner 

The Londoner 
Burns Night 
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Burns Nicht Celebrations 

Asheville, NC  
December 25, 2024 
 

      Christmas 2024 brought extra joy to Chris-
tian and Michaila Jolly-Carswell, who shared 
exciting news alongside daughter Lochlynn Car-
swell. The couple announced they’re expecting a 
baby boy, due in May 2025! “Santa Baby” takes 
on a whole new meaning as they prepare to wel-
come their little one, making this next Christmas 
a celebration for a family of four. 
     The announcement, filled with holiday cheer, 
had friends and loved ones buzzing with antici-
pation. Christian and Michaila, already beaming 
with pride, are thrilled to expand their family 
and embrace the adventures of parenthood with 
their son. As the season twinkled with festive 
lights, this growing family’s future became even 
brighter.   Congratulations to the Carswells—
here’s to an exciting new chapter ahead! 
     Congratulations Michaila, Christian, and 
Lochlynn!! 
 
Submitted by 
Mona Ramsey 

Continued on Page 5 

Grand East Celebrates Burns Nicht 
 
25 January, 2025 
 
     In Besançon, as elsewhere in the world, we were 
no exception to the tradition of honoring our na-
tional hero, the poet and bard Robert Burns. 
     Clan Ramsay Commissioner Grand East Eu-
rope Marie Corinne Corbet LeFranc Ramsay, or-
chestrated this third edition in a particularly 
warm, joyful and dynamic atmosphere, punctuat-
ed as it should be by music, poems, laughter and 
Haggis. At the La Carte restaurant, which she had 
privatized for the occasion, the notes of bagpipes 
preceded the march of Jérémie, official whisky car-
rier, who led the Commissioner to his place in 
front of the Scottish flag, to the thunderous ap-
plause of the thirty-five guests.      
     After wishing everyone all the best for 2025, it 
was the long awaited and very solemn moment of 
adoption of our three new homes, which had a 
common godfather, our clansman Olivier Coucke. 
As he will be returning to the land of eternal youth 
in the spring of 2024, his three godchildren and 
the Commissioner paid him an affectionate and 
respectful tribute.  

Jérémien LeFranc, Jean Louis Salomon, a founding 
clansman of our Grand Est Europe who recites the ode 
to Haggis, Romain, our chef who présents the Haggis, 
and finally, it's me, the Commissioner, who organized 
this evening.  

Asheville Family Grows In May! 

Michaila, Christian, &  Lochlynn 
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Continued from Page 4 

            
     This was followed by the traditional Selkirk 
Grace “Some hae meat and canna eat”….This 
was followed later in the evening by the very 
formal entry of the Haggis and the offering of 
this health. The Quaich was empted three 
times by the cook, the whisky carrier, and 
Commissioner. The ode to Haggis declaimed 
by our Clansman Jean Louis, amused the as-
sembly. Then, pulling his ”Sgian dubh” from 
his sock, he allowed Romain, our chef, to slice 
the haggis 2025 version from one end to the 
other. To round off this wonderful evening, our 
Chapelain Michel asked us to sing the tradi-
tional “Auld Lang Syne” on the bagpipes, and 
we all left each other by making an appoint-
ment at the 2026 Burns Night. 
 
Submitted by 
Marie Corinne Corbet LeFranc 
Commissioner EU Grand East 
Clan Ramsay International 

These are our three new homes, Philippe Merle, 
Olivier Loyot, and Nicolas Pagniez.  

Jérémie LeFranc, my son-in-law, who is the 
official bearer of the Whiskey, when we hold 

demonstrations.  

Royal Gaulish Burns Night  
 
4 February 2025 
 
     My wife Marie-Christine and I had the honor of 
being invited as representatives of Clan Ramsay 
by the Scottish Baron Michel Pilette de Kinnear in 
this traditional Scottish activity Burns organized at 
the Cercle Royal Gaulois Artistique et Littéraire in 
Brussels for its members. 
     The circle is located in the heart of the Royal Park 
of Brussels. Private, it brings together ambassadors, 
representatives of the liberal professions, scientists, 
magistrates and lawyers, university professors and 
academicians, politicians, executives or business lead-
ers, artists and 
people of letters.  
     They happily 
meet there for 
lunch, attend an 
activity orga-
nized by the Cir-
cle or take ad-
vantage of the 
magnificent set-
ting. 
     The Circle 
was founded in 
1847 by person-
alities from the Belgian world to serve as a place for 
friendly, intellectual, artistic, literary, humorous, gas-
tronomic, tourist and even sporting meetings. Refine-
ment and conviviality are the two major characteris-
tics of these events, marked by the spirit and excep-
tional setting of the Cercle salons, the oldest of which 
were built in 1780. 
     The meal was sumptuous. The menu included 
salmon with garnishes as a starter, followed by haggis 
and potato mousseline, grilled lamb rump steak with 
candied garlic flageolet puree, and an apple and cara-
mel tartlet with vanilla ice cream. 
     The evening's entertainment was masterful with a 
superb traditional speech at the Haggis. Harpist Inge 
Frimout accompanied us with her beautiful voice and 
her sweet melodies on the harp. A demonstration of 
Scottish dances was given to us by the Caledonian 
society. Magnificent tunes were played by the Hay 
Pipe Band and ultimately the Auld Land Syne. 
     The evening ended in the lounges of this famous 
club where liqueurs were offered to us. 
 
Submitted by 
Christian Jamin Ramsay 
Commissioner North Europe 
Clan Ramsay North Europe 
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Europe Scottish Clans Burns 
 

February 1, 2025 
 
     Our clans met as part of the Scottish Clans 
Days in Edegem at the De Basiliek hotel to cele-
brate the traditional Burns Night.  It is one of 
Scotland's most famous celebrations, paying trib-
ute to the life and work of Scotland's national poet 
Robert Burns. It is an event that fills our members 
with joy to come together and share a traditional 
Scottish meal, music and dance through the poet-
ry of Robert Burns. 
 
     The Ayrshire poet and lyricist died in 1796, at 
the age of 37, but he is still regarded as the most 
prominent poet to have written in the Scots dia-
lect. His most well-known poems include To a 
Mouse, Address to a Haggis, Tam O'Shanter, A 
Red, Red Rose and The Selkirk Grace. 
     The Haggis ceremony, a traditional dish made 
of sheep heart, liver and lungs mixed with oat-

meal and spices, is at the heart of our reunion.  
 

     Why do we eat haggis on Burns Night? 
     The reason we eat haggis on Burns Night is 
probably down to the man himself, Robert 
Burns. During his lifetime, haggis would have 
been a very nutritious and inexpensive meal to 
prepare for poor families. 
     In one of his most famous poems – his 
“Speech to a Haggis” – Burns humorously cele-
brates his love of the humble delicacy. 

Europe Celebrates Burns Night 
 

“Congratulations on your honest face as a son, 
Great leader of the pudding race! 

Take your place, 
Bread, tripe or thairm: 

You are also good 
than my airm.” 

 

     In this first stanza, Burns crowns haggis as the 
"chief of the pudding race" and tells him that his 
place is above all others. 
     This is how “Mister Haggis” paraded through the 
room to the sound of bagpipes. A member of the 
Scottish group of Celtic musicians “The Hoggies” 
delivered the address to the Haggis.  The guests 
then shared the meal: salmon carpaccio, arugula, 
Haggis - neeps and tatties, whiskey and brown 
meat sauce, Tiramisu with Baileys sauce, Mocha 
and cookies. 
     The evening continued with the “ceilidh”. Ceilidh 
is the traditional Scottish festival which includes 
music and dancing. The word “ceilidh” comes from 
the Scottish Gaelic céilidh, meaning “gathering” or 
“feast”. 
     The evening ended in a joyful atmosphere with 
the famous Auld Lang Syne sung by everyone, 
clinging to the fraternal chain. 
 

 

Submitted by 
Christian Jamin Ramsay 
Commissioner North Europe 
Clan Ramsay North Europe 
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Club Royal des Officiers du Régiment des Guides 

 

Scottish Ladies Night  
 

Commissioner Christian Jamin 

 and the  

Officers of Clan Ramsay  

North Europe  

 

Take Pleasure in Inviting You to Attend 

 

The Scottish Ladies Night 

A Tribute to Our Ladies 

 

The event will take place  

at the  

Club Royal des Officiers 

du Régiment des Guides 

rue d'Arlon 32, 1000 Brussels 

 
26 April 2025 

18:00 - Doors Open 

18:30 - Apéritif 

19:15 - Dinner & Events  

 

 

https://ramsay-ladies-night.weebly.com  

Click to Visit Site 

     Nestled within the rugged beauty of the Scottish High-
lands, the Caledonian Canal is an engineering marvel that 
often slips under the radar of visitors captivated by the re-
gion’s towering peaks and legendary lochs. On July 19, 2024, 
while enjoying a lunch of fish and chips at Fort Augustus—
complete with a delightful discovery of Taylors Haggis & 
Cracked Black Pepper crisps—I found myself enchanted by 
this waterway’s 
understated 
charm. Stretching 
60 miles from In-
verness to 
Corpach near Fort 
William, the canal 
connects Scot-
land’s east and 
west coasts, weav-
ing through the 
dramatic Great 
Glen and linking 
Loch Ness, Loch 
Oich, Loch Lochy, 
and Loch Doch-
four with 29 me-
ticulously crafted 
locks. 
     Constructed in the early 19th century by the renowned 
Scottish engineer Thomas Telford, the canal was originally 
designed to provide a safer passage for ships avoiding the 
treacherous northern seas. Today, it’s a haven for boaters, 
cyclists, and walkers, yet many tourists bypass it, drawn in-
stead to the mystique of Loch Ness or the majesty of Ben Ne-
vis.  At Fort Augustus, where I savored my Highland-
inspired snack, the canal’s locks come alive with activity as 
boats glide through, offering a serene contrast to the bustling 
tourist trails nearby. 
     What makes the Caledonian Canal special is its blend of 
natural beauty and human ingenuity—only a third of its 
length is man-made, with the rest 
carved by nature’s hand. It’s a peace-
ful retreat often missed by those 
rushing through the Highlands’ more 
famous landmarks. Next time you’re 
in the region, pause at Fort Augus-
tus, grab a bag of those uniquely 
Scottish crisps, and watch the locks 
in action—you’ll uncover a Highland 
treasure hiding in plain sight. 
 

Submitted by 
Mona Ramsay 

Discovering the  
Caledonian Canal:  
A Hidden Gem in the 
Scottish Highlands 

https://ramsay-ladies-night.weebly.com/
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Join Us at the Ramsay 
Tent at Loch Norman 

Huntersville, North Carolina 
April 12th & 13th, 2025 
 
     “The Loch Norman Highland Games are one of 
the most beloved Highland Games in the South-
eastern United States and within the United States 
Scottish and Celtic Community. The event has a 
prestigious reputation as host for world class danc-
ers, athletes, and piping and drumming partici-
pants.  
     The event held at Rural Hill, is family friendly.  
     Join us at the Clan Ramsay tent and experience 
all the fun with Highland Dancing, Bagpipe Bands, 
Highland Athletics, a Giant Kid’s Zone, Scottish 
Merchants, Haggis, Celtic Rock and Traditional 
Performers, Historic Reenactments, Scottish Coun-
try Dancing, Sunday Church Service, Hearth Cook-
ing, NC Beer and Wine, Whiskey Tastings, Kilted 
Running Events, Scottish Clan Societies, Shoot 
Long Bows and Blowguns, Battle Axe Throwing, 
and so much more!”  
 
Submitted by   
Mona Ramsey  

 

Sherman, Texas 
March  22-23, 2025     
 
     The Sherman Celt-
ic Festival is special 
for Sharon and me, 
our wedding being 
celebrated at this fes-
tival three years ago.  
We go back each year 
as our anniversary 
weekend. 
 
     
Submitted by 
Mike Ramsey 
Vice President  
Clan Ramsay International 

Click to Visit Site 

Ramseys  
Celebrate 

 

The Old Bridge of Invermoriston, nestled 
in the Scottish Highlands, is a picturesque 
stone arch 
bridge span-
ning the Riv-
er Moriston. 
Built in 1813 
by engineer 
Thomas Tel-
ford, this his-
toric structure 
once served 
as a vital 
crossing on 
the A82 road. 
The bridge, 
framed by 
lush greenery 
and cascading 
waterfalls, 
offers a stunning view through its rugged 
stone window, capturing the wild beauty 
of the Highlands. Though replaced by a 
modern bridge in the 1930s, the Old 
Bridge remains a beloved landmark, draw-
ing visitors to its serene setting near the 
village of Invermoriston, close to Loch 
Ness. 

http://www.lochnorman.com/
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March Book Review 
The Traitor of Arnhem by Robert Verkaik 
 

     There’s nothing particularly Scottish about it, but this book 
is all about a WWII British-run operation with the code name 
of Market Garden and the British and Dutch spies that played 
the primary role in the defeat of the allies at the Battle of Arn-
hem in Holland shortly after the D Day invasion June 6, 1944.   
     While the book seems a little slow at first, the twist and 
turns of roles of the spies will keep you interested.  The review 
provided by Amazon, below, is better than the one I could 
write.  I thoroughly enjoyed the book and if you have any inter-
est in the WWII European Theater of War, you will enjoy this 
book. 
     The dramatic story of a betrayal that changed the course of 
World War II—the never-before-revealed role of the Cambridge 
Spies in the devastating Allied defeat at the Battle of Arnhem. 
      The end of World War II is in sight. 
     Following the overwhelming victory on D-Day, Churchill, 
Roosevelt, and Stalin all seek to shape the future to their own 
ends by winning the race to Berlin. 
     The British launch Operation Market Garden, the greatest 
airborne operation the world has ever seen. It is a bold roll of 
the dice that, if successful, will end the war in weeks. But be-
hind the scenes spies are working their craft, the Allies’ plans 
are betrayed, the operation fails—and thousands of our soldiers 
die. 
      The Traitor of Arnhem tells the never-before-told story of 
this famed operation and of the spies working to cause the cata-
strophic defeat. One traitor is a terrifying giant of a man, a sup-
posed hero of the resistance who sends hundreds of fellow free-
dom fighters to torture and death; the other is an aristocrat and 
an English gentle-
man, working from 
inside the heart of the 
Allied war effort in 
London. Both of them 
are working for the 
Russians. 
      Drawn from new-
ly released archives 
and shedding fresh 
light on the spies re-
sponsible for its fail-
ure, The Traitor of 
Arnhem is the re-
markable account of 
the battle that would 
transform the conclu-
sion of the European 
campaign and the 
start of the Cold War. 
 
Submitted by 
Dick McGraw  
 

 

Ramsey/Coones 
Wedding 

Terrell, TX 
October 19, 2024 
 

    My son Stephen Ramsey and Nikki Coones 
were married October 19, 2024.   
    The ceremony was held in a beautiful coun-
tryside estate called The Springs, in Terrell, 
TX.  Over a hundred family and friends were 
on hand to witness Stephen and Nikki ex-
change vows.   

     Stephen and Nikki asked me to officiate 
the wedding, and was thrilled to be able to be 
involved in their special day.  They invited me 
to wear a Ramsay kilt, and I chose Ramsay 
blue to coordinate with their wedding party 
colors.  The bridesmaids were individually 
styled blue gowns, and the groomsmen wore 
matching blue shirts. 

    The wedding took place in a quiet gazebo 
outside the main house, and the reception 
was hosted inside the large colonial mansion.  
The DJ kept the dance floor full all evening, 
and the party continued until Stephen and 
Nikki were whisked away in their classic car 
limo. 
    Stephen and Nikki then departed on their 
honeymoon, a cruise around the Caribbean. 
    Congratulations, Stephen and Nikki. 

 
Submitted by 
Mike Ramsey 
Vice President Clan Ramsay International 
Texas Commissioner 
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     Our 4th Quarter 2024 free kit recipient, David Thomas 
Ramsay, in Lanarkshire, Scotland, received his results from 
Family Tree DNA, and we now know his haplogroup.  He is a 
member of R-M269, which is the most common Ramsay/
Ramsey haplogroup in Scotland.  He is distantly related to 
many Clan Ramsay members. 
     While he does not yet closely match many others at this 
time, we were able to put him in touch with a very close genet-
ic match who also lives in Scotland, and the two are compar-
ing family trees and hope to find common ancestors. 
     We are still looking for candidates for the 1st Quarter 2025 
free kit, and I will be taking a kit to the Sherman Celtic Festival 
in Sherman, TX.  If a good candidate is found, I will ask that 
person to submit the sample.  If we do not find a good candi-
date this quarter, we will continue to receive requests and will 
award two kits next quarter. 
     My own haplogroup has been very successful at recruiting 
sample donors, and we continue to learn more about this E-
V22 haplogroup.  Our free kit giveaways are for Y-DNA tests, 
for which only males may provide samples, but we have had 
success with female Clan members who can locate a male de-
scendant of their Ramsay/Ramsey ancestor. 
     An example of this is with member Julie Kroening, whose 
cousin Skip (Henry) was selected as our 3rd Quarter recipient.  
Last newsletter, Skip had submitted his sample and was iden-
tified as E haplogroup.  His kit was upgraded to the Big Y test, 
but the results were not yet available at that time.  
     Based upon initial results, Skip appeared to be closest to 
Mark B. Ramsey of NY.  With the Big Y, however, we now 
know that he is most closely related to Nathan Ramsay, our 
1st free kit recipient.  Nathan had also been thought to be close 
to Mark, but we now know that while they are all related to the 
same ancestor back in Scotland in the 1600s, Skip and Nathan 
are related to Mark (and me) likely around the time of that 
ancestor in Scotland, but not more recently. 
     DNA, while the data remains constant, continually reveals 
more information with each test result.  More and more recent 
mutations are identified as new testers match older ones.  This 
is why the old method of not testing other members of previ-
ously tested lines is flawed.  We have found several members 
of previously assumed close family, who turn out to be not 
related for a thousand years. 
     Another DNA test that is common, but does not directly 
reveal paternal lines, is the autosomal test.  This is the type test 
many people have taken from ancestry.com, 23&me, etc.  This 
test compares markers from both sides of the family and can 
help identify cousins back up to 5 generations in the past.   
     Autosomal DNA does not help much with paternal lines 
directly, but, a close match between a male Ramsay/Ramsey, 
and a female who has a male Ramsay/Ramsey who can be 
persuaded to submit a Y-DNA sample, can be very helpful.  I 
personally have found three male Ramsey family members 
through their daughters this way.  If you have taken an auto-
somal test, try to find matches who have a male Ramsay/
Ramsey that might be willing to submit a Y-DNA sample, to 
match your family line with others of the same haplogroup, 
and find common ancestors. 
     Last newsletter, I reported on additional testing companies 
I am exploring.  My results from LivingDNA were very similar 
to those I received from Family Tree DNA and Ancestry.com.  
I found the results to be less detailed than Family Tree DNA 
with paternal lines, but very similar to the others with autoso-
mal matches.  The only advantage that might eventually be 
realized will be with UK matches, as they are more concentrat-

Clan Ramsay DNA Project Update 

ed in that region.  I don’t think they are as useful to USA 
testers at this time but might be in the future. 
     For finding matches to Ramsay/Ramsey ancestors, I 
have yet to find better results than with Family Tree DNA.  
If you are interested in submitting a DNA sample with 
them, there is a sale going on through the end of March, 
with the best prices available during the year.  For example, 
the basic 37 marker test for paternal research is $79 
through March 31, normally $119. 
Use these promo codes at checkout, if you order a test.  Let 
me know if you need any help. 
https://blog.familytreedna.com/wp-content/
uploads/2025/03/RootsTech-2025-Promo-Codes-
Virtual.pdf 
     If you are interested in helping others find ancestors 
through DNA, please consider donating to the Clan Ram-
say DNA fund.  Even small donations add up to help pay 
for the kits we are sending out 
each quarter.  Some people 
would like to test but might not 
have the ability to pay for a test 
at this time, and our free kit 
giveaway might help someone 
who otherwise might not have 
the opportunity to use DNA to 
find ancestors.  Let me know if 
you are able to help.  My email 
is snsmike@prodigy.net. 
 
 
Submitted by 
Mike Ramsey 
Vice President Clan  
Ramsay International 
Texas Commissioner 
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Pikes Peak Celtic Festival 
June  2025 

Museum Mining & Industry 
Colorado Springs, CO 

www.pikespeakcelticfestival.com 
Stephen Williams 

 

Cheyenne Celtic Festival 
June 7th-8th, 2025 

Lions Park/Dunbar Field 
Cheyenne, WY 

www.facebook.com/CelticFestival 
Stephen Williams 

 

Northumberland Scottish Festi-
val & Highland Games 
June 20th-21st, 2025 

Port Hope, Ontario, Canada 
www.northumberlandhighlandgames.ca 

Andrea MacFarlane-Grieve 
 

Rencontres Franco-Ecossaises 
      July 11th-13th, 2025 

Aubigny-sur-Nère, France 
www.aubigny.net/Les-Fetes-Franco-

Ecossaises 
Laurent Jauaux 

 

69th Grandfather  
Mountain Games  

July 10th-13th, 2025 
MacRae Meadows  

Grandfather Mountain/Linville, NC 
www.gmhg.org 

David F. Ramsey 
 

Elizabeth Celtic Festival 
July 19th & 20th, 202 

Casey Jones Park/Elizabeth, CO 
Www. elizabethcelticfest.org 

Stephen Williams 
 

Uxbridge Scottish Festival 
July 26th, 2025 

Uxbridge, Ontario, Canada 
www.uxbridgescottishfestival.com 

Andrea MacFarlane-Grieve 
 
 

 

Colorado Tartan Day Festival 
April 12th-13th, 2025 

Boulder County Fairgrounds 
Longmont, CO 

www.coloradotartanday.com 
Stephen Williams 

 

32nd Rural Hill Scottish 
 Festival & Loch Norman  

Highland Games  
April 11th-14th, 2025 

Rural Hill Center Scottish Heritage 
Huntersville, NC 

www.ruralhillscottishfestivals.net 
Bob Ramsey 

 

Scottish Ladies Night 
April 27th, 2025 

Club Royal des Guides 
rue d'Arlon 32 in Brussels 

www.ramsay-ladies-night.weebly.com 
Christian Jamin Ramsay 

 

Rio Grand Valley Celtic Festival 
May 3rd-4th, 2025 

Balloon Vista Park 
Albuquerque, NM 

www.celtfestabq.com 
Stephen Williams 

 

St Louis Scottish Games 
May 17th 2025   

Shroeder Park 
359 Old Meramec Station Rd 

Manchester MO  
www,stlouis-scottishgames.com 

Pam Ramsay McNeil 
 

Grand Valley Celtic Festival 
May 16th-19th, 2025 

Mesa Fairgrounds/Grand Junction, CO 
www.grandvalleyhighland games.com 

Stephen Williams 
 

2025 Smoky Mountains  
Highland Games 

May 17th-18th 2025 
Townsend Visitor Center/Townsend, TN 

www.smokymountaingames.org 
David F. Ramsey 
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